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I think I’ve said something along these lines several
times of late. But the message strikes me as important
enough that at the risk of repeating myself, I'll say it
again.

Can you recall a time when you really hit your stride? I
was at an arcade with my boys a few years ago, and they
2 had a Kung Fu Panda game. The premise was that you
were training with Po, the loveable and titular Kung Fu Panda voiced by Jack
Black. For this particular exercise, you had to hit one of six pads spaced roughly
in a circle around the large main screen at the right time. I can’t remember what
the visual trigger was, but the whole thing is basically a reflex and reaction test.

Well, years of video and arcade game training locked into place that day, and I
didn’t miss a single hit. That launched me into the bonus round where I
completed my feat a second timhe earning me the big jackpot of digital tickets
that could be rede emed in the exchange store of cheap and wildly overpriced
junk. And if that was the end of the story, I would still feel good about it, but
it’s not. I actually did it a second time. In a row. And I just missed doing it a
third time by a single pad. I was wearing outdy then. We wound up with enough
tickets for all three of the boys to get a soé&‘r ball to take home. That day, I hit
my stride, and it felt good. -

As a church, we are starting to hit our stride. Let me tell you first what that
doesn’t mean. It doesn’t mean we are getting every single thing right. No
church (at least, no honest church) ever hits that mark. There is a whole variety
of things we need to tweak or improve or generally do better than we are right
now. That’s okay. We’re still growing and learning together. That’s part of the
work God does in us, and we need Him to do it.

Hitting our stride also doesn’t mean we don’t still need to keep reaching and
striving and stretching forward to connect every single person God sends our
way with the Gospel. The thing about being the church is that we never arrive
in this life. There’s always more work to be done.

One more thing. Hitting our stride doesn’t mean we don’t still need to rely
wholly on God’s power to sustain and grow even further the work that is
happening here right now. We are not sufficient to the task of growing the
church God designed us to have and be. The power we need for that is not
something we can generate or maintain. There’s only one source for that: Jesus.
If we disconnect from Him, thinking we’re doing pretty well on our own, we
are going to run into the walls of reality very, very quickly.

What I mean when I say we are starting to hit our stride is this: There are more
and more things that are working to draw in more people to hear the Gospel.
Our community has developed a culture of welcoming new people warmly; of

inviting people who aren’t connected to a church to come to church and
experience Gospel community alongside the rest of us. Our kids ministry and
youth ministry are rocking in many, many ways thanks to great staff level and
volunteer leadership. We are starting to see those two programs alone create a
kind of gravity that is drawing new people in all the time.

And it’s all very exciting.
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To belabor the point, though, we can’t keep this up on our own. That doesn’t
mean we don’t have a role to play, andsthat our role isn’t vital to what comes
next. But the power to do it all doesn’t come from us. Our role is to keep doing
the things that have gotten us here. We need to'keep welcoming new people;
not just greeting them, but swelcoming them, extending hospitality to them—
the same hospitality we would want to experience if we visited a church (that
whole do unto others thing really does matter).

We need to keep serving together. More people means more need for volunteers
who are willing to take the lead in seeing various programs and ministries
carried forward and expanded. We always need more kids ministry volunteers.
We will soon need another Wednesday-night dinner team just to make sure we
aren’t wearing out the teams we alréady have serving so faithfully. We need
VBS volunteers (including group leaders). We need people who are willing to
answer God’s call to teach because we aren’t far from needing to create another
Sunday school group. We need more folks willing to serve as greeters with the
hospitality team, so we can make sure not a single guest gets missed or
overlooked.

Like I said; There’s lots to do.

But the power to do it well doesn’t come from us. That’s where we have to lean
up. We need to keep covering the whole structure of what God is doing here
right now in prayer. We need to each be prayi-ng in our own homes. We need
to be praying together as groups outside of the church. We need to be praying
together as groups inside the church. We need to pray kingdom-minded
prayers, covering well God’s ongoing work. We need to pray for unbelievers
in our community who need to hear the Gospel. We need to pray for marginal
believers who are just disconnected from the church. We need to pray for more
opportunities to have Gospel conversations. We need to pray for the people we
are inviting to church that they will respond positively to our invitation. We
need to pray that God’s Spirit will superintend the whole process so that the
outcome glorifies Him and Him alone.

And that’s just the beginning. As we keep doing this together, we will keep
seeing God’s work roll forward, His kingdom expand, and His Gospel advance.

And that’s really what it’s all about. Let’s do it together. ~ Suilor ,ﬁzir(r/ﬁ(m
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May 31 - June 2
Dinner.5:30pm | VBS 6:00pm-8:00pm
Family Fun Night June 3
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AMAZON
WISHLIST

'SCAN ME

Walmart / Food Lion / Sams

Individual Packs of Oreos (80) ..o
Individual Packs of Goldfish (80)
Small Water Bottles (300)
Juice Boxes (200)
Applesauce Cups (60)
Mandarin Orange Cups (60)
Pink Lemonade Powder

*Items needed
before May 20th*

Men's Breakfast
Saturday, May 2

8:00 a.m.
- / \.\ ] "?l
Work Day

if you're able, stay after breakfast to work on projects around the bu

May 2 — 8:00 a.m.
VBS Work Day
Workers Needed




Join Us For Lunch

Seniors 60 and older are invited to a nutritious midday
meal at your local Senior Nutrition Lunch Site operated by
Stanly County Senior Services Department.

- Lunch is catered by Golden Corral-Asheboro

- Cost: Donations accepted & appreciated; not
necessary

- Diners must eat at the site (nho takeouts)

- Please call by 12:00 the day before to reserve
your lunch
RSVP by calling:

GLORIFY GOD onr S Nt L sl
N DNy e TINATT N (704) 485-8211

For more information, please call Joy Richardson
(704) 986-3773 (8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.)
Menus are in the Fellowship Building Entranceway

Operation Christmas Child
Monthly Collection

*Don’t limit yourself to suggestions*

MAY

SEEK[NG HIM . “CREATIVITY BLOOMS”
 icHronicusieninass /1 EX: BUILDING BLOCKS, PUZZLES,

THL’RSDAY, MAY /, 202() gﬁ;lg;ﬁAL

BTSN YARN SETS, GAMES, JEWELRY MAKING,
COLORING BOOK
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Join us at 12:00 p.m.
Oakboro Memorial Park
(across from FBO)
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S memory of Doyle Hatley, a donation was given t —
to the Building Fund by Kim Goodman. wa ys o g Ive
N
. % /).” In memory of Judy Tucker, a gift was presented to
f 5:({;5/‘ the Building Fund by Doug & Ann Burgess. .. A _ l

L] Pt
In memory of Mae Brooks, donations were given to the Building Fund et
by Eleanor Brooks and Wes & April Tucker. in person by mail online text

Sunday School or PO Box 10 fbcoakboro.org 704-228-4013
Worship Oakboro NC 28129 Click “partner with FBC"

In honor of Betty Huneycutt, a contribution was made to the

Senior Adult Group by Kim Goodman. June 15-19 at Chowan University
Please see or contact
Missy Wadkins if your child is

| ;;69} interested in attending this year.
!@ﬁ@” J7 Faith Night at the Ballpark |
EM | May 29 LIFECHANGINGCAMPS
Tickets are $10 each = FUGECAWPS
Limited number of tickets available Youth
Please sign up on the June 22-26
| fellowship building bulletin board | at Chowan University
Sign-ups are now open!

e See Youth Parent GroupMe for the link.
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% FIRST BAPTIST

3 Matt Hudson

y [Q OW 322 N Main Street
‘QE/—\CH PO Bax 10
Oakboro, NC 28129
Sun Mon The Thu Pri www.fbcoakboro.org
May 2 Della Morton Wee&[ S umfay Scﬁec{u[e 8:00 a.m.
Kath imes Men's Breakfast &
e 9:00 a.m. Sum{ay School (Live & Zoom) s & VB3 Work Dy
6 Brent Beatty 10:00 a.m. Worship
7 Ember Beatty {  900am 5 530 pm. ¢ 12:00 pm. ] g 9
10 E]ljah Morton 3:00 p.m. Two or More Gathering Place National Day of Prayer at 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
- : (please sign up) :
Shaphan MOI‘ (i FZeI;ycf} F;RL;(I; rl\;ze;f}g Prayer Group 6:;0 Bible Study for Qakboro Memorial Park G\:\
R ALL Ages A
Ava Berger Wannabes 4:15 p.m. 7:30 WorsI?i; Choir A -
11 Nancy HEIYWOOd Senior Adult Committee Rehearsal o
X " 19 5:30 p.m. 12 15 16
Danny Poplm 9:00 a.m. £ - Gathering Place ;
i (please sign up)
13 Maﬂd}i Smith ;W" ‘r’fG“’r‘Ufe 6:30 Biblesgmdy for
Jon-Michael Haymond rayer Group N 2y
. . 7:3 'orship Choi
14 Shelbie Davis o
16 Andrew Smith m o 530 pm. () = rr P
Brody Wolfarth 9:00 a.m. 6:30 p.m. (gﬂgiingf;a,ﬁ;
17 Leslie Hatley-Murray lr;zefrehfzi Ladies' Care Ring G000 pm
: . -OF-SeHOOL
18 Alec Lowder in Youth Center ¥
19 Brayden Meadors — 7:30 Worship Choir
Jessica Jenl{ins 10:00 a.m. 2 9:00 a.m. 295 26 5:39 p.m. 2 28 2 20
. Communion Two or More Gathering Place
20 D. J. Poplin (please sign up) 6:00 p.m.
6:30 Bible Study for .
Joe Cupple ALL Ages CKannapé:l:is
- 7:30 Waorship Choir annon; BaRers
21 Jax Mabry ' o S Faith Night
24 Mark Hinson ]
Nate Sisson
30 Wesley Hyatt
May 31 - June 3 ~ Dinner 5:30 p.m. Groups start at 6:00 p.m. /\ ] >
June 1 Gretchen Castelloe KINGDOM QUEST VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL : :_vzn eis.m.m@, !
; - ‘ . 2
P~ -r a { a4

Please contact the church office with any
revisions that need to be made to the
birthday calendar.




